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he sees to be a matter of much hazard; he is not
" altogether so brutish and insensible, but that he
has laid his account what the finishing of the work
may cost." He knows that he will find many
adversaries, since " to the most part of men, lawful
and godly appeareth whatsoever antiquity hath re-
ceived." He looks for opposition, "not only of
the ignorant multitude, but of the wise, politic, and
quiet spirits of the earth." He will be called
foolish, curious, despiteful, and a sower of sedition ;
and one day, perhaps, for all he is now nameless,
he may be attainted of treason. Yet he has " de-
termined to obey God, notwithstanding that the
world shall rage thereat." Finally, he makes some
excuse for the anonymous appearance of this first
instalment: it is his purpose thrice to blow the
trumpet in this matter, if God so permit; twice
he intends to do it without name; but at the last
blast to take the odium upon himself, that all
others may be purged.

Thus he ends the preface, and enters upon his
argument with a secondary title: " The First
Blast to awake Women degenerate." We are in
the land of assertion without delay. That a
woman should bear rule, superiority, dominion or
empire over any realm, nation, or city, he tells us,
is repugnant to nature, contumely to God, and a
subversion of good order. Women are weak, frail,
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